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THE INFORMATION PROVIDED TO YOU IN 
THIS BOOKLET IS FOR REFERENCE ONLY.   
 
YOUR DOCTOR AND NURSE ARE THE BEST 
SOURCES FOR INFORMATION ON YOUR 
TREATMENT.   
 
ANY QUESTIONS YOU HAVE SHOULD BE 
DIRECTED TO THEM.   
 
YOU SHOULD LISTEN TO WHAT THEY TELL 
YOU AND FOLLOW THEIR DIRECTIONS 
REGARDING THE USE AND CARE OF YOUR 
PORT IMPLANT. 
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Your doctor wants you to have a 
GrantAdler Vascular Access Power 
Port System implanted because your 
treatment requires frequent intravenous 
access therapy.  The word implanted 
means that the system will be placed 
completely under your skin. 
 
The information in this booklet will help 
you to understand the GrantAdler 
Vascular Access System you will be 
given and answer questions you have 
about the implant. 

What is intravenous 
access therapy? 

Intravenous Access Therapy gives your 
doctor easy access to your bloodstream.  
It gives him the ability to take blood 
from you and to give you medicine.   

Why am I getting a power 
port implanted? 

The implanted port-catheter system 
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decreases the number of times you have 
to be stuck with a needle.  The biggest 
reason for the power injectable port 
implant is so you can have a special kind 
of X-ray called a CECT scan.  CECT 
scans use a dye pumped into your 
bloodstream through the port.  The dye 
lets your doctor take high quality 
pictures of your body to help treat you. 

What kind of port will I be 
getting? 

Your doctor has chosen GrantAdler 
CorporationÕs Rhapsody CT+ Power 
Port System as your implant.  The 
Rhapsody CT+ Power Port is the 
newest power port on the market.  It has 
features that make it more reliable and 
easier to use.  Your doctor will give you 
medicine and take blood through your 
power port system.   

How does the Rhapsody 
CT+ Power Port System 
work? 
The port is a small round chamber made 
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from high grade titanium with a soft top.  
It has a soft tube called a catheter 
attached to one side.  The Rhapsody 
CT+ catheter has a steel coil inside it to 
stop the tube from collapsing or 
flattening.  This makes the system stay 
open during your treatment so medicine 
and fluids can go through the system 
easily and reliably. The coil in the 
catheter may make a small cord-like 
bump under your skin and over your 
collarbone.  This is normal. 

What does the Rhapsody 
CT+ Power Port System 
look like? 
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How is the Rhapsody CT+ 

Power Port system put in? 

Insertion of your Rhapsody CT+ Power 
Port System begins with a short surgical 
procedure. Your doctor will tell you 
about the procedure that is best for you.  

Most of the time, the port is put into your 
chest just below your collarbone. Your 
doctor will make a small pocket in your 
chest for the port.  Then he/she will make 
a small cut in your neck so that he/she 
can put a tube called a catheter into a 
large vein.  After that, your doctor will 
make a little tunnel under your skin 
between the pocket and the tube in your 
neck. He/she will pull the tube through 
the tunnel and connect it to the port. 
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It is normal for: 

 the port to make a small bump on 
your chest 

 the catheter to make a small cord-
like bump over your collarbone 

How is the system 
accessed? 

Your doctor or nurse will use special 
needles called Huber needles to access 
the port.  He/she will push the needle 
through your skin and into the port to 
take blood or to give you medicine. You 
may feel a small prick in your skin where 
the needle is used. This feeling will 
decrease over time.   

Cuts (Incisions) 
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Your Rhapsody CT+ Power Port will 
make your treatment more comfortable 
because it can be given with a less 
painful needle-stick. 

Here is a drawing of the port with a 
Huber needle put into it: 

 

How is the Rhapsody CT+ 
Power Port used to treat 
me? 

 

 

The port is used: 

 to give you medicine 
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 to give food and water 
 to give you blood  
 to take blood samples 
 to pump in dye (contrast media) so 

your doctor can see special x-ray 
pictures of how you are  
responding to the treatment 

How do I care for my 
port? 

Talk to your doctor or to a member of his 
staff about what you need to know about 
the care of your port.  Below are some 
suggestions.  

 Leave the dressings in place for 24 
hours after your procedure. 

 After 24 hours, remove the 
dressings.  

 If incisions are secured with Steri-
StripsTM, which are small thin 
pieces of tape, do not remove 
them.  They will fall  off on their 
own in about 7 to 10 days. 

 Gently clean around the incisions 
with soap and water.  Be careful 
not to scrub them. Pat them dry 
gently. 
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 It is okay to leave the incisions 
uncovered or to cover them with 
dry sterile gauze dressings.  

 Change gauze dressings every 24 
hours and replace them with new, 
dry sterile dressings.  

 Change your dressings if they get 
soiled, wet, or moist. 

 Do not do any heavy lifting for 
three (3) weeks after insertion of 
your port.  

 Stay away from doing any 
activities that will make you tired 
for about three (3) weeks after 
insertion of your port. 

What do I do if I want to 
take a shower?  

Your doctor may allow you to take a 
shower 24 hours after your port 
placement.   It is important to keep the 
incisions dry.  Carefully cover the 
dressings with a piece of plastic wrap 
and tape down the edges securely to stop 
water from getting behind the wrap.  
After the shower you should remove the 
dressings and replace them with fresh 
ones. 
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What do I do to maintain 
my port? 

Your port will be flushed after every use.  
This keeps the system clean and ready to 
use.  If your port is not in use, have it 
flushed every 4 weeks by a health care 
provider.  If you will be responsible for 
flushing the port, a health care 
professional will  educate you completely 
on the proper procedure used to flush and 
care for the device.  If you are allergic 
to Heparin please notify your nurse or 
doctor immediately. 

What are the possible 
problems I may have with 
my port? 

Infection - It is possible for an infection 
to develop either inside the catheter or 
around the port.  

Clots - It is possible for a clot (thrombosis) to 
form in the line in which the catheter sits.  
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Tell your doctor if: 

 you have increased bruising, 
swelling, or tenderness at the 
incision sites 

 you see increased redness at the 
incision sites 

 you have a fever or the chills 
 you develop dizziness  
 you have pain and/or shortness of 

breath 
 you have any other problem with 

your port 

How to I let my healthcare 
givers know my port is 
power injectable? 

You will be given a Rhapsody CT+ 
Power Port ID card.  Keep the card 
with you at all times.  Show the card to 
the doctors, nurses, or CT technicians 
before getting your treatment.  The card 
tells the healthcare person that you have 
a port with a power-rated injection 
indication implanted.   **This is very 
important**  because the Rhapsody 
CT+ Port is used in CECT* (Contrast-
Enhanced Computer Tomography) scans.  
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If you do not present the ID card, you 
may not be able to have the procedure.  
The ID card also alerts the healthcare 
professionals to your portÕs conditional 
MRI compatibility. 

*CECT scans are highly sensitive X-ray-
like tests that provide better information 
on small changes to tissue not typically 
seen under normal X-ray. The power-
rating of the Rhapsody CT+ Power Port 
allows the infusion of contract media 
(dye) under high pressure. The CT 
technician needs to know that you have 
a power-rated port before this 
procedure can be done.   
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Questions to ask my 
Doctor or Nurse 
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